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Abstract

Presenting the intentions of the article, it is omant to stress, first of all, the effort for the
production of a general theory scheme, intercoringcthe three principal terms of the title -
traditrion, landscape, history. Next, it is alsopartant to stress the attempt to apply this general
scheme on the specific case study of the islagyrais.

The previous general theoretical effort correspgridsthe relation of both preindustrial
tradition and organized western history with langige; either with a landscape considered as
natural substrate or with a composete, manmade deaple, involving architecture and urban
design as well. Syros presents a clear articulabball the above distinct structural parts, reldte
to the initial, general theory scheme. We may acitedperefore as an ideal application example
of the proposed theoretical position.

This first acknowledgment immediately leads toc@id one. To the acknowledgement that
thisspecific island offers not only a useful cagely, but, evenmore, an internationally unique
example.

The most important contribution of the text preesdnis to demonstrate the cultural
uniqueness of the island of Syros, because of dhgaund relation of a traditional settlement
with a neoclassical city, both placed at a regi@mitally correlated to the ancient Greek history.
Ancient Greek history, in its turn, will be preseshtas the prototype of the Modern Western
Civilization or Culture as well as a prototype dfet modern bourgeois political systemes of
government.

The above demonstration may be finally related poaposition for landscape interventions,
aiming at the total upgrade of the complex formatd the two central island settlements, those of
Ano Syra and Ermoupolis, as well as of the widad&ape field surrounding them.
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E.1.: View of Ermoupolis through the window of theJesuits’ Monastery in ano Syros
Introductory remarks

The present essay is the result of the author’'siraomus scientific contact with the isle of
Syros; more precisely with the city of Ermoupolisdathe neighboring traditional settlement of
Ano (Upper) Syros. The contact with the island hasn realized through the stimulating impact
of the £' Training Seminar in August 2011 an® Zraining Seminar in July 2012, both organized
by the Center of Historic Studies of the Catholpideopacy of SyrosKIMKES) in collaboration
with the Institute for the Research of the Sustam@®evelopment, Culture and Tradition, within
the frame of their mutual scientific activities.

It was because of the above mentioned seminarstlieatiuthor of the present essay
understood, even after a certain delay, that Spossesses an incomparable identity concerning
the relation of the native traditional culture tonamber of important historical references,
overcoming the limited geography of the island.

Those references are related to the modern wesistiory and modern western civilization
in general’ and may be described by the immediate conjunctibrthe pre-industrial rural
settlement of Ano Syra, medieval in its origin, lwthe modern, f@century city of Ermoupolis.
That is to say with the first really urban formatiof the post-revolution Greece, a city whose
civilization and political qualities were clearlyiented towards bourgeois identity. It was because
of this bourgeois orientation that Ermoupolis, thloubuilt at the immediate vicinity of the
traditional settlement of Ano Syra, has chosenetmbdlematic neoclassical architectural style, in
order to express the special aspirations concethimgivilization and the political ethics accepted
by its inhabitants. In this way the new city clgadenotes its wish to belong to the western
societies, to those societies that have chosahginturn, Greek antiquity as the ideal paradigm o
their historic origin.

Those seem to be the principal remarks imposecéyekample of Syros. Remarks that
may be extended to the whole geographical regiahtanthe landscape of Greece in general,
revealing the fact, acknowledged by an important @amodern and contemporary western world
intelligentsia, according to which this particutagion and this particular landscape are not solely
related to a specific native tradition. They cangéi a geographical region and a landscape of

37 As far as it concerns the antithetic or complemenuse of the terms “cultural” and “culture” inrparison to the
term “civilization”, see in detail later.
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reference for the whole modern western civilizatonl for the modern western bourgeois regimes
as well.

Nowadays however, the above described historicatliton seems to be rather poorly
understood by the majority of the Creek citizerms] anfortunately neglected even by the Greek
State itself. It is often accepted as an unnecgsdaplogy burden, which contemporary Greek
reality would have better to get ridaf On the contrary, if perceived from a critical telisce
permitting comparisons, those references appeaffey an important element, qualifying the
identity of the Modern Greek civilization or of tiodern Greek culture. This important | element
seems to be clearly expressed in the works of fa@dysseas Elytis, a rather mediocre Greek
painter who, at the same time, was a poet of iaternal recognition.

In his collage work¥, Elytis conceived the identity of the islands hetAegean Sea
through the relation of local tradition or Volkskuf®, with Greek antiquity. According to the
great poet’s figurative proposition, both concepsiothe reference to local tradition as well as the
reference to antiquity, should not be disarticidateey should not be taken apart from the single
“body” of the civilization or culture to which thdyoth belong. Moreover, they are both presented
by Elytis, emerging from the common substrate efrihtive landscape.

The previous comment emphasizes the continuity leetvcultural formations related to
tradition on one hand and cultural formations beinthe outcome of centralized civilization on
the other hand. In addition, the comment emphasizlkee connection of both types of cultural or
civilization formations to landscape, explaining itis way the title of the present small essay.

According to the title, both tradition and organidehistory related to centralized schemes
of civilization necessarily correspond to a socjalictive condition of place that is to say to
landscape. In this way landscape provides the fersoil for the offspring of the immaterial as
well as of the material heritage.

% |n relation to their modern architectonic quesisexample, Modern Greek architects face neociassias a formal
fixation that has to be eliminated. Modern attemptsernationally or in Greece, tending to overtharthe older

architectural concepts, have of course not to stofically underestimated. We must however emphatiat the

import of neoclassicism in Greece was not dictdigda mere act of civilization mimesis. The presessay will

persistently refer to the fundamental, emblematitipal importance of neoclassicism for Modern €ge, as well as
for Western world in general. Following the concitatement of Dimitris Porfirios, we should rattegree that
“classicism is not a style” or, at least, that slasm does not mean for Modern Western world vatia¢r eclecticism
stylistic references do. See D. Porfyri@assicism is not a styleéondon: Academy editions, 1982.

39 As the collage work presented.

0 German expression meaning folk culture, the celbfrpeople.
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E.2. In Oysea |s ollage works the visionfdhe Agen e is described as a

contemplation of tradition and folk culture, related to Greek antiquity.
Intentions and aim of the present essay

Analyzing the intentions of the essay presenteds important to stress, first of all, the
effort for the production of a general theory sckeanterconnecting the three principal terms of the
title. Next, it is also important to stress thesatpt to apply this general scheme on the specific
case study of the island of Syros.

The previous general theoretical effort corresppmadsalready clarified, to the relation of
both preindustrial tradition and organized westeistory with landscape; either with a landscape
considered as natural substrate or with a compasismmade landscape, involving architecture
and urban design as well. Syros presents a cléiaulation of all the above distinct structural
parts, related to the initial, general theory scheM/e may accept it therefore as an ideal
application example of the proposed theoreticaitjpos

This first acknowledgment immediately leads to eosel one. To the acknowledgement
that this specific island offers not only a usefake studies, but, evermore, an internationally
unigue example.

The most important contribution of the text presewt is to demonstrate the cultural
uniqueness of the island of Syros, because of tbenpound relation of a traditional settlement
with a neoclassical city, both placed at a regioentrally correlated to the ancient Greek history.
Ancient Greek history, in its turn, will be presesd as the prototype of the Modern Western
Civilization or Culture as well as a prototype ofie modern bourgeois political systemes of
government.
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Needless to say that the above demonstration cledrives to a proposition for landscape
interventions, aiming at the total upgrade of tremmplex formation of the two central island
settlements, those of Ano Syra and Ermoupolis, asliwas of the wider landscape field
surrounding them.

According to the above mentioned proposition, we gradually directed to a feasibility
decision concerning the reorganization of the $pecharacteristics of the island as well as their
international promotion, having as final aim thdtuw@al and economic upgrade of Syros. In other
words, we are gradually directed to an effort foe definition, the reinforcement or even the
production of specific important qualities, able fiarm an integrated specific character, a
“physiognomy” describing not only a city, conceminot only a “city branding”, but in an even
broader way the physiognomy of the whole island.

If this aim is accepted as the final, “practica€asibility purpose of this essay, let us
continue our investigation. Let us wonder aboutfthrelamental qualities which we have to point
out while examining the isle of Syros in general &me landscape territory of Ermoupolis and Ano
Syra in particular.

Let us return to the title of the text...
A first important characteristic is the quality thfe local tradition, which would be restrictively
accepted as principally related to the settleméAino Syra.
A second important feature refers to the modery) Eitmoupolis, still preserved, at its central part
in a pure neoclassical form.
However none of the two previous characteristigeeaps, in the case of Syros, in a “typical” form.
It is this remark that seems to explain the thémakinterest of the case examined.

Syros and the “reversal” of the usual, conventionahssumptions, concerning tradition and
history. The uniqueness of the case of Syros

The examples offered in the case of the isle ofo§yexamined both as a traditional
settlement as well as a city of organized histbriederences, are in no way, conventional
examples. Without exaggeration, Ermoupolis disppos® accordance to Modern European or
Modern Western Civilization, unique qualities. &esns to be the only city that may offer to the
neoclassical renascence, to the neoclassical lizattan of classical antiquity, a specific locus a
the immediate vicinity of the “sacred” cycle of tBgcladic islands.

At the same time, Ano Syra undermines the convealtitheory assumptions, concerning
tradition, in a unique way that surpasses the itapoe of its architectural quality. It proves the
theory gaps in our viewpoints concerning traditiopaople’s culture. It indicates that, for an
important depth of time, tradition has never exissolated, at least in the European region, and
what is more, it has never been cut off from higstdrom the structured history of the Western
European world.

If through the term “tradition” we refer to intrortecultural relations being rather self-
sufficient in their inner reproduction, then theodd European region and even more the basin of
the Mediterranean Sea are constantly reversingctifiaral confinement. How deeply do we have
to dive into the sea of time, in order to find adMerranean place with traditional identity thatlha
nothing to do with the mainstream of the officieéntralized history? How deeply do we have to
dive in order to escape Herodotus' structural ¢ffor order to escape historical conscience
established, since the beginning of time, arouedtbther-sea of the enlightened civilizations?
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Contemporary research easily discovers that thkesent of Ano Syra constituted , in the
past, the center of the political penetration & sovereign French Kingdom in the region of the
east Mediterranean Sea, and that, in this waynsisted a focal point for the organized creation
of political, strategic and cultural relations.

During modern times, the same settlement of An@S&pano Chora as it is called by its
inhabitants Hpanochorites, constitutes an impomaicteus of cultural development, an important
nucleus for the development of the “marginal” sbgi@ups’ culture; a nucleus where important
modes of expression of modern popular culture hehlxreated through “rebetico” song. Those
modes of expression seem to have been createdebfjudion of musical elements that came to
Greece, originated from Minor Asia tradition, an@rnged with the cultural sensitivity of local
modern working class. Thus, those emerged modegmEssion had been principally developed
by the inhabitants of the industrial territoriesdahe city regions existing around the harbors of
Modern Greece.

WY Y -y;' 7
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g

E.3.:arkos Vamvakaris. A leading personality of te modern Greek rebetico music
culture. He was born in Apano Chora (Ano Syros), ware he spent a part of his life.

Insisting on the relation of pre-industrial traditi on with landscape

Erich Hobsbawm, introducing a book under the exéignprovocative titleThe Invention
of Tradition explains that this inventionpéing so interesting for the historians of the lagb
centurie$, appears to be the result of the opposition ajafnontinuous transformation and
renewal of contemporary worlds well as the result of the effotib“‘compose in it, some views of
the social life at least, as unaltered and steddly

In this way, many of the elements of the local itrads, accepted as results of an older,
probably timeless formation, constitute in realifyoducts of more recent intentional
“constructions”. Moreover, the increasing interdst tradition, the increasing reference to
tradition, characterizes the modern, closer toersod; it is in this way historically relative.

“1 E. Hobsbawm and T. Ranger (ed:te Invention of TraditianCambridge University Press, 1983. Greek trarsiati
Athens, 2004. See, page 10, from Hobsbawm'’s intrbaiu under the title “Inventing traditions”.
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What do we mean using the expression “historiaalgtive”? It is an expression implying
that the reference to traditionconsists a choiceowf civilization, let us insist on the term
“civilization” as opposed to the term “culture” choice that does not qualify in general for a#l th
societies that we do know. It qualifies in partamul for societies after the first period of the
industrial development. Societies, we shall rematkich had already experienced the first period
of severe, radical cultural reclassifications, aridch had experienced, let us notice this remark in
advance, the first radical modern environmentaltrdeBons as well as the accumulation of
impoverished population, under conditions of misdry the workers settlements of the big
European cities.

That is to say, the reference to tradition printdypqualifies for societies that had already
lived in the “landscape”, figuratively speaking, @ political and cultural pressures, and which,
at the same time, already possessed the experérig downgrading pressures that had been
exerted on the built environment, as well as onatpecultural and natural environment; that had
been exerted on the landscape, literary speakiagithe, on the urban and non-urban landscape as
well.

However the reference to tradition, in many cabes“invention” of a tradition, does not
only comprise a need of the civilization or cultuog even a political need primarily emerging
through the demands of the civilization or culturea very precise way the reference to tradition
may be, in many cases, a direct political one.dyform, the cultural version of a field of polic
claims, clearly related to the terms of the pdditiclentity or even more clearly to the terms @ th
national identity. It may be clearly related to th&tional identity of a population group or to its
specific national character, determined throughcifipe cultural characteristics or cultural
differences.

In this way we do not only refer to tradition innggal but, evenmore, to “traditions” in
particular, traditions of various, and differentioaal groups. In the same way, though the field to
which tradition is addressed is the field of cudtuits formation is fundamentally dictated by the
centrally organized civilization. It is formed blget same social groups, by educated scholars or
even by the central state mechanisms, to whichaagajby, its criticism is directed. It is formed by
groups that possess or try to establish a centiéization control.

In an extremely penetrating historical text of hésiah Berlin described the way in which
the end of the Thirty Years War in the™@entury, created to the Germanic population grabps
feeling of a military and political inferiority thavould define afterwards their relation to thetres
of the big, influential European foréésWhat is more, these European forces were retatéde
production of the central European civilization,igthclaimed to possess supralocal significance.
In this way, the less important European natiomalihad to answer back, in order to survive in
opposition, with a regionalist proposition deteredrby political as well as by cultural features.

At the antipodes of a general concept, common fanyrrepresentatives of the European
Enlightment, according to which the fundamentahgiples of the human, social or political
behavior are similar by “nature”, the marginal coigs had critically declared, under the above
mentioned historical conditions, the claim for difntiation. They had namely insisted on the
difference of their population, related to the dyabf their unique culture and ultimately to their
unique hereditary origin.

If civilization, to which this new line of romanticonceptions seems to be opposite, was a
centralized, official one, then its opponents hadnient a rival field of superiority or, at least
field of opposed importance. This was the fieldha folk culture extended to all the groups of the
local population. The German philosopher, theoloegg@oet, and literary critic Johann Gottfried

“21. Berlin: The Roots of Romanticisi@reek Translation, Athens: Scripta ed., 2000.[Beges 74,75.
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Herder baptized this folk culture with the name Ik&geist”, a German term that means the
“spirit” or the “soul of people”.

Herder, whose theory concerning the priority ofuimn over rational respond
tremendously influenced the conceptions of Romamigc highly insisted on the demand for the
political self-management of the individual ethgioups, and finally formed a political doctrine
advocating “natural” or “organic nationalism”. Lagily, the defense of such an hereditary
nationalism does not refer to arguments concerriimg common blood ancestry only, the
“consanguinity” of the national population, but@l® arguments concerning the common land
origin, the common land of the “fathers” wherefrdine national population originates. However
this fatherland is already presented as a landscapeultural landscaf® a landscape of all the
cultural elements that had been inscribed on tinenzon place of origin.

Why, however, do we address to this land in terigwdtural landscape”? What is more,
why this cultural landscape has to be related witery possible cultural reference and not only
with references having to do with the leading aassnly? With the classes which in their turn are
connected with the centralized European or Wegtetlization?

We have to explain at first that the centralityttod European or Western civilization is not
only related to the centrality of the leading ckssdut also to the centrality of the sovereign
European or Western countries.

The answer to this civilization, which the less ol marginal countries and the less
powerful national groups of the European region toagive, demanded, as we have already stated,
the formation of a rival field that seemed to bierdd by folk culture and tradition... Our research
however has to be vigilant. The whole populatioeagants and rurals at the same time, was
equally accepted to participate to the folk cultargl to the local tradition. In an analogous way,
fatherland, the land of the ancestors and the tamis related to it, was also presented as a
common coherent receptor of all social classess€quently, reference to tradition did not appear
as relative to movements of interior political setsion. It rather appeared as principally
connected to the demands for national coherendentiggnt include the reference to a primordial
affinity, to the common cohesive to a shared languar dialect,as well as to the territory
corresponding to the native landscape of the fithdror of the mother-country.

In the above explained way the presence of lan@scgpa reference field of the modern
national and nationalistic processes appears impbirt connection to the origin of the people and
obviously in connection to the declaration of theiritorial claims.

However, as the origin of the people and theiramati cohesion are presented as being
extremely old, usually prior to modern history, tl@ndscape "shape" ascribed to it is also
presented as timeless, or at least is placed owdem history. It is often described as possessing
an independent, pre-cultural physical quality amength... Or again this all powerful landscape is
related to the studded tracks of the ancient grigirruins and memories, or to the quality of the
traditional settlements. It thus qualifies as intaot to nurture both the popular psyche and the
social elites.

Those three versions of the landscape referenceequelly interpretable and do all
interrelate to the formation and the charactessbicthe tradition.

It seems therefore fair to assert that the recogurit, or the invention of tradition for the
modern communities, necessarily involves the coatiln to landscape.

Sometimes intentionally, in a conscious way, or ettvise under automatic response
mechanisms, modern societies tried to retain or floli webs of pre-industrial relations, which

43 As described by the pair of terms introduced by American geographer Carl Ortwin Sauer and theo&cbf
Landscape of the University of Berkeley.
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they considered necessary to maintain or estabkgly elements of their specific character, as
opposed to constantly changing conditions of lifehe construction of these tissues, of these
nets, woven from "slowly passing time and strongdes"**, destined to “fish” deeper ancestry
evidence, continues to employ the societies of tiore. Their grids include the references to
landscape, as important nowadays as at the begignof the first European interest for the
tradition; landscape accepted as natural backgroyrmt as a field of cultural traces or as a pre-
industrial landscape of traditional settlement assblies.

Trying to explain in detail the above fundamentasatiption we will go back to an earlier
remark. Romanticism, during which the interests fwe-industrial cultures and for natural
substrate are equally related, already had acquined experience of the first big tide of
environmental degradation. A degradation that tptdce in connection to the rapid, dizzying
social transformations, caused by the failure & Huropean Enlightenment to accomplish its
proclamations for equality, social justice and allehappiness. Thus the requirement for the
maintenance of the pre-industrial cultural chanatiteally appears aa claim of solidarity to the
respect for natural qualities — a condition whiebras today readily understandable.

Landscape and tradition remain thus inseparableomly because they can both indicate
timeless presence, referring to the beginning eftilme or to the primordial origin of social and
ethnic groups, but also because they both seemdsk tequally vulnerable to uncontrollable
processes of decay and destruction.

The changes concerning the concepts of civilizatioar culture in relation to the changes
concerning the concept of landscape

If we attempted to condense the theoretical fouadatof this essay in a single sentence,
then this sentence would have to stress that thiegas residing in the concept of landscape, in the
range of modern western history, tag along with ¢hanges of the concepts of the Western
societies concerning civilization or culture.

In accordance to those successive changes, wexpéairethe successive validation of the
landscape attitudes proposed by the island of Syaeswell as the current interest for their
simultaneous, cumulative presence in one and oladgep In a clear way the formation of the
settlements existing on the surface of the Cycl&land of Syros, describes at least three difteren
distinct attitudes in relation to landscape.

A first attitude concerning the intervention in tla@dscape, in the example of Syros, refers to the
process of the direct correlation of pre-industialtural production and pre-industrial human
settlements in particular, with the natural langiechackground.

The landscape background is not yet recognizetidydspective communities as a distinct
presence, but it fully supports, nevertheless, fim@nation of culture with the immediate
relationship between nature and society. This tgpeelationship may favour the use of the
adjective "organic"; an adjective indicating a quasural immediate way, in which, in the
communities of tradition, the culture grows outnfrats natural trestle, following a pre-social
process of biological priority; as in the case afoASyra which is an agricultural pre-industrial
community.

Apparently pre-industrial societies possessed, ttmmncomplex cultural systems. Thus it
would be probably better to associate the adjectivganic”, with romantic ideology that tend to
attribute to traditional communities an undeniafleality guaranteed by the similarity to the
natural processes.

“ A S. Kontaratos' reference to the L.A. von ArninisokVon Volksliedernwritten in 1805, a text that seems to be
constitutive for the research of the German folkgso See S. KontaratoArchitecture and TraditionAthens: 1986,
page 51.
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The example of Ano Syra persuades us, as it haadir noted, that the complete
immediacy between nature and tradition was ratlage, respecially in a region dense with
exchanges and cultural influences as the Mediteaiararea. The rural village of Ano Syra had
also been a point of correlation of the nativeshwiite Holy See as well as with the omnipotent
power of the French Kingdom. However it is obvidhat despite these “high” influences, the
culture of the place is marked by the osmosis @hdru society with the natural elements of the
landscape and it seems that this close correlatia®m maintained until the eve of the modern
period.

E.4.: Neoclassical Ermoupolis was emphatically ori¢ad toward Western cultural norms.

It is also attributed in the example of Syros, eosel attitude of landscape intervention,
which can be described as controlled design. Asttitude that is to say, according to which
control is exerted upon the natural backgroundtardoreexisting landscape, in relation to formal
standards of architectural and urban design, ysaélhternational influence.

This imported style of architectural and urban esgpron corresponded to the new
bourgeois manners of living that had also been ntegoin the island. It was associated with the
installation of groups of refugees in Syros, duting Greek Revolution; with groups of bourgeois’
identity and international orientation that bultetcoast city of Ermoupolis and developed, after
the establishment of the Greek State, an extr@a@momy based on shipping and trade activities.
Thus it seems normal for this innovative style aflding and housing organization to serve the
new profile of the residents of Ermoupolis and ispthy their effort to identify their “lifestyle”
with international cultural, economic and politicabdels.

In Ermoupolis, there is no planned landscape ietgion, such as a suburban park or an
extended urban garden. However we must insist eroliservation that the neoclassicism of the
18th and 19th century is deeply related to landscaagncepts, constantly applied through the
design of the urban landscape. In the example @fTibwn Hall of Ermoupolis, the building,
integrated in the bas relief of the ground, is irdiately associated to the city's central square. Th
Hall, designed by the German neoclassicist arahiigast Ziller, is related along its axis of
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symmetry with the axis of the square in front ofas well as with the axial view to the harbor,
along Ermou Street.

We have therefore in the general case of Syrosmitre specific example of a traditional
settlement, Ano Syra, developed through the difecganic” relation between the natural
background of the landscape and the productionrafa pre-industrial culture. But we also have
the specific example of an urban formation, Ermadspojualified by the attributes of the central
urban civilization.

However the most interesting remark lies within tieservation that, in the context of
modern Western history, examples of traditionalrabir as the first one concerning Ano Syra,
are usually recognized and evaluated through thieatr attitude developed in relation or in
opposition to the examples of the centralized caltexpression, as the second example of
Ermoupolis. In other words, the importance of thgional cultureé® that may be described in
plural, had been recognized and evaluated onlyutirothe critical attitude opposed to the
arrogance of the central “singular” civilization.

Identification and evaluation of the regional culudioms can only be made through the
identification of the impasses of the central westvilization, that is to say they are essenyiall
realized through maturation and criticism that tiost civilization turns against its own validity,
questioning its completeness and its self-sufficyen

Finally, we approach the third attitude concernting relation of culture to landscape. We
have already announced above that we would présant associate it to the example of Syros,
contrasting it to two other attitudes. The firsteorefers to osmosis of culture with the natural
background - it may be described as a constartierainconscious everyday relation, whose
analogy to an immediate biological response termsreduce the impact of the rational
intervention. The second attitude refers to a donscrational process of enforcement - it may be
described as being blind for different culturalggigms and therefore unable to be taught by them.
The third attitude refers to the critical assesdnwnthe two previous possibilities. Firstly it
designates the cultural florescence of Romanticisnate 18th and early 19th century, when
romantic spirit marks a turnover towards traditeord natural landscape. In its extreme version, it
fully rejects the previous authority of civilizatio Nevertheless this first parricide movement
gradually gave way, during the centuries that fedd, to a number of attempts for critical
correlation. Thus, natural landscape intentiongiyetrates in the interior of urban formations,
while the cultural expression and the residentieddpction of the traditional communities
constitute an important object of study that engribe attention and care of developed societies.
During this second extensive period of critical m@eh, a period that touches our days, the care
for cultural rescue also includes the care forghmduction of civilization. In this way it tends to
integrate a number of partial cultural elementstradition, central history and landscape, under
the unifying concept of the cultural heritage.

Let us leave aside the fundamental objection, @oegrto which the above mentioned
"care" seems to be the final cunning effort, folma part of the centrally organized civilization to
establish its control. Let us investigate then #tgmology of the terms, which describe
civilization, culture, as well as the adjectivekted to them, in the languages of Latin origin.

It seems easy to note that, in its Latin versianyilization” refers to an urban social
structure, possessing a dynamic tendancy. We casily eaecognize the etymological

%5'S. Kontaratos, in his book cited above, identifiesee different directions of interest, throughisthromantic
opposition tried to answer to the supremacy ofddetraly organized modern western civilization. Tingt of them

refered to the interest for the medieval past. 3¢mond refered to the interest for “marginal” esgrens of culture in
the European or Western countries thmeselves. IfFitla¢ third one refered to the westerners’ intefes non

European cultures, as for example for those cudtretated to orientalism.
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correspondence to the Latin word “civilis”, whicheans political, also associated to the Latin
words for the citizen, “civis” and urbanity, “ciéis”. Emile Benveniste, in his exemplary text on
culture, notes that from the very first attested asthe word, that of Marquis de Mirabeau, the
term not only offers aHistorical view of the society, but also an optinisand decidedly non-
theological interpretation of its growtf?.

Raymond Williams, associated the content of thedwoivilization” to an institutionalized
social structure - to those activities of the westsocieties considered to be the “highest”
expressions of their culture; as for example aitisi concerning economic and productive
development, organized science or the official egpion of the fine arts. According to a pervasive
remark of the same author, the word “culture” mayclassified among the most complicate and
sophisticated words in terms of its confénit would be wise therefore to elude a more dethil
analysis of its concept, in order just to compgrence more, with the concept of “civilization”, or
even better, with the concept described by theatadyrms “to civilize”. This verbal expression
denotes the active intention to “induct” civilizati to the less civilized individuals, or to thedes
civilized social groups of the western countriestamthe “uncivilized” societies existing outside
the developed western world. In this way, civiliaatattempts to integrate in the control region of
western societies, to “colonize” the whole realitydirects civilizing action towards the marginal
parts of the population, towards the region of tloa-western societies, and finally towards the
side of nature. Civilizing activity produces inghway the western arts of landscape; that is to say
the means for the aesthetic and the technical @anéatment of the place.

The European claim for the Greek origin of the Civiization

As we have already explained, the relationship betwtradition and landscape refers to
the way landscape is perceived, interpreted oreshdgy regional, pre-industrial in their origin,
native cultural modes of expression. However, i$ ttorrelation seems to be internationally well
understood nowadays, well understood even fordhéemporary Greek society, another condition
that largely transcends the local Greek geogram®ms curiously to absorb in a decreasing
manner our interest...

This condition concerns the correlation of the gapgical area to which our local Greek
tradition refers, that is to say the correlationtloé Greek landscape to which local traditional
culture refers, to the Greek antiquity. What is eydhis condition concerns the essentially politica
way in which modern European and Western sociéige® been related to the Greek landscape,
indicating through an idealized landscape image tieéerence to classical antiquity, to classical
civilization and to the constitutional for the modewestern world political paradigm of the
ancient Greek democracy.

We can easily agree that every specific placeyaryespecific part of this world, has the
cultural right to refer to a specific tradition amol a specific place-receptor of this tradition.

“6 Even though, Mirabeau himself generally regardelihion as a prime factor for the formation of &izétion.
Benveniste considered that the use of the wordligation” in French, by Mirabeau, in the book déh_'Ami des
hommes ou traité de la populationritten in 1756 and published in 1757, was pti@n the use of the English term.
See E. Benveniste:Givilisation. Contribution a I'histoire du met 1954. Published ifProblemes de linguistique
générale.Paris: Ed. Gallimarg 1966, pp.336-345. To be comparedBRo Binoche (ed.):.Les équivoques de la
civilisation. Seyssel: Ed. Champ Vallon, 2005.

47 Williams refers to the English word “culture”. Hewer his remark seems even more valid for the Greeid
“moMticndc”, a word corresponding to the English term “cudfyrand, in the same time to the centrally orgahize
civilization.
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However, only a limited number of geographical aremly two, Italy and Gree¢&may claim a
central political connotation for the Western woaldd consequently, a central importance for the
civilization of the whole world. We should identifgne of those two geographical areas with the
Greek geographical territory.

Attempting a more detailed analysis we may comntieait the culture of every different
traditional community and of its native landscapen&ll, seem to essentially disdain an evaluative
ranking. Every specific tradition and its adjacésmidscape seem to be central for the native
population and therefore seem to overpass comparasisessment. As contrasted to this condition
of evaluative acceptance of cultural and landschiberence, an idealized view of the Greek area
has been installed on the absolute peak of wesiistary. It is thus proved to be entirely non
comparable, not because of a quantitative supsridsut because it had then been declared as
constitutive for the nascency of the western dailion in general, and for the political systems of
western bourgeois democracy in particular. It @nglwith this historical primacy of the ancient
Greek antiquity that a primacy of Greek landscagegptions had been installed.

Thus the reference to Greek landscape, even asedefiy romantic ideology, had at the
same time to be directed towards antiquity. A tgp&nalogous example is offered by the Greek
romantic intellectual, Periklis Giannopoulos wheferred to the landscape of Attica. In a typical
example of native romanticism, Giannopoulos, who been described as “Greek center&diad
presented Greek landscape through the metaphorabérmity. “All the rocks, the hills, the
mountains, are sitting side by side, in modestneyas beautiful women of the pedpleoted in
his book The Greek Lin& “similar to mothers holding graceful children in tharms, similar to
byzantine icons with Virgin Mary slightly careenihgr head. However this reference to natural
landscape, to the native people or to the byzamtathtion cannot step aside, beyond the influence
of the Greek antiquity. The hill Hymettus, the hill of Ardettus, mount Egalmount Parnitha
Giannopoulos continues describing the hills andntioeintains around AthensgVen the mount of
Penteli similar to a sinewy, robust adolescent frAneadia, ...all of them nicely trimmed they
appear; theyjust say, as statues able to speak, as classicatidienes that may talk: at our
handsome stature you have to starélowever, why have we to insist on the referetmehe
ancient history, on the occasion of a seminar hreltie traditional settlement of Ano Syra? What
radically distinguishes Ano Syra from any otheditianal village that | do know is its coexistence
with Ermoupolis, their mutual placement in the hobwestern civilization, in the group of
Cycladic Islands.

What is Ermoupolis? It is an extremely well preservneoclassical city. What
neoclassicism is? Is it just another architectstge? We rather have to accept that neoclassicism
corresponds to ideas much broader than mere athié expression; to accept that this style
principally represents the emblematic expressiah®fvestern bourgeois democracy. It represents
the architectural statement that western socidies finally succeeded to become bourgeois
democracies. This is the statement projected bydioelassical landscapes of the western cities, or
by the neoclassical references of the landscajtecture.

“8 Both because of their relation to antiquityandtmient civilization as well as to their ancieenubcratic systems
of government.

9 Another characterization ascribed to GiannopoubEs;ause of his romantic suicide, was the Greekctidg
“erisithanato$, meaning fover of death “the one who fell in love with dedttA characterization proposed by the
Greek scholar loannis Sikoutris, who had also ke&ver of both Greece and death and terminatedaldo, his life
through suicide.

0 The citation to P. Giannopouldreek Line is a cross-reference to a D. Filippidis’ text.eSB. Filippidis:
“Historical Recursioly introductory text inGreek Traditional Architecture, First Tome — Eastehegean Sea,
Sporades, EftanisaAthens: 1983, page 34. Compare the web listing wétesp fromGreek Line in the site
www.ellopos.nefFirst publication of Giannopoulos’ text in the @kenewspaper “Estia”. Athens:"12pril 1910.
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However, amidst all the western neoclassical amghres, there is one that may claim an
absolute priority. We refer to Greek neoclassiciamd to its relation to the Greek non built
landscape. Obviously the absolute archetype of rationship is exemplified by Parthenon in
relation to the Athenian landscape. Aside to theédl-known archetype, Cyclades, themselves offer
a luminous, ancient sacred cycle too. Let us tbin€yclades, let us think of a unique neoclassical
city, Ermoupolis; it seems impossible not to faais historical relation, whatever our care about
Ano Syra may be.

Therefore, it is here, in Syros, in the relation &rmoupolis with Ano Syra that we have the
perfect example to describe the connection of tleatcally organized history to tradition, as well
as the whole range of architectural references, toiscal or traditional, in a culturally
continuous landscape.

E.5.: Ancient ruins at the sacred isle of Delos. Thk of Cyclades, think of the unique
neoclassical city of Ermoupolis - it is impossiblaot to be impressed by this double directed

relation to Greek antiquity, whatever our concern dout the traditional, medieval in its
origin, settlement of Ano Syra maybe.
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